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Will

If it be Thy pleasure, make me to grow as a
o1 der herb in the meadows of Thy grace, that
e winds of Thy will may stir me up and _




Equality

The world of humanity is possessed of two wings:
the male and the female. So long as these two
wings are not equivalent in strength, the bird will
not fly. Until womankind reaches the same
degree as man, until she enjoys the same arena
of activity, extraordinary attainment for humanity
will not be realized; humanity cannot wing its
way to heights of real attainment. When the two
wings or parts become equivalent in strength,
enjoving the same prerogatives, the flight of man
will be exceedingly lofty and extraordinary.

Abdu’'l-Baha

America

O God! Let this American democracy become
glorious in spiritual degrees even as it has
aspired to material degrees, and render this just
government victorious. Confirm this revered
nation to upraise the standard of the oneness of
humanity, to promulgate Most Great Peace,
to become thereby most glorious and
praiseworthy among all the nations of the world.
O God! This American nation is worthy of Thy
favors and is deserving of Thy mercy. Make it
precious and near to Thee through Thy bounty
and bestowal.

Abdu‘'l-Baha



Possibility

O God! Refresh and gladden my spirit. Purify my
heart. Illumine my powers. I lay all my affairs in
Thy hand. Thou art my Guide and my Refuge. I
will no longer be sorrowful and grieved; I will be
a happv and jovful being. O God! I will no longer
be full of anxiety, nor will I let trouble harass me.
[ will not dwell on the unpleasant things of life. O
God! Thou art more friend to me than I am to
myself. I dedicate myself to Thee, O Lord.

Abdu’'l-Baha

Questioning

The call of Baha’u’llah is primarily directed
against all forms of provincialism, all insularities
and prejudices. If long-cherished ideals and time-
honored institutions, if certain social assumptions

and religious formulae have ceased to promote
the welfare of the generality of mankind, if they
no longer minister to the needs of a continually
evolving humanity, let them be swept away and

relegated to the limbo Q)bsolescent and

forgotten doctrines. Why should these, in a world
subject to the immutable law of change and
decay, be exempt from the deterioration that
must needs overtake every human institution?
For legal standards, political and economic
theories are solely designed to safeguard the
interests of humanity as a whole, and not
humanity to be crucified for the preservation of
the integrity of any particular law or doctrine.

Shoghi Effendi



Knowledge

There was once a lover, it is said, who had
sighed for long years in separation from his
beloved, and wasted in the fire of remoteness.
From the rule of love, his breast was void of
patience and his body weary of his spirit; he
reckoned life without her as a mockery, and the
world consumed him away... The doctors knew
no cure for him, and companions avoided his
company; yvea, physicians have no remedy for
one sick of love, unless the favour of the beloved
deliver him...

Then one night he could bear life no more, and
he left his house for the marketplace. On a
sudden, a watchman followed after him. He
broke into a run, with the watchman in swift

pursuit; then other watchmen came together and
barred every passage to the weary one... His feet
carried him on—that hapless one bleeding with
the arrow of love—while his heart lamented.

Then he came to a garden wall, and with untold

pain and trouble he scaled it. He saw that it was

very high; vet, forgetting his life, he threw himself
down into the garden.

And there he beheld his beloved with a lamp in
her hand, searching for "ng she had lost...

"Now if the lover could have seen the end, he
would from the beginning have blessed the
watchman, prayed God on his behalf, and seen
his tyranny as justice; but since the end was
veiled to him, he lamented and made his plaint in
the beginning.

Baha'u'llah



